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HIGH PEAK BOROUGH COUNCIL

Question to the Executive Councillor 

Community Select Committee

3 February 2021

1. Question to the Leader from Councillor Collins:

“The Government’s Green Homes Grant scheme for local authorities helps to fund 
energy efficiency improvements in low-income homes. Phase 1b of the scheme has 
a later deadline for applications of  December 2021. Please could the council explain 
whether it is taking  advantage of this funding as it upgrades its housing stock.”

Response:

The submission deadline for phase 1b Green Homes Grant Local Authority Delivery 
Schemes was December 4th 2020 with a completion date for the scheme measures 
being September 30th 2021.

High Peak Borough Council officers participate in the Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Local Authorities' Energy Partnership (LAEP), and consideration was 
given to the feasibility of making a joint local authority bid for phase 1. 

Unfortunately due to a combination of a very short timescale and lack of capacity for 
any of the Derbyshire Councils to act as a lead organisation this did not happen. The 
Government introduced phase 1b as the fund available was significantly underbid. 
The time scale was similarly challenging, the option of a joint bid was not 
forthcoming, and High Peak Borough Council could not bid for the scheme.

In a change to the scheme's national administration, the phase 2 Green Homes 
Grant Local Authority Delivery scheme is being administered by the Midlands Energy 
Hub. For phase 2 the Midlands Energy Hub has given every local authority an 
indicative allocation of funding. It is inviting Councils to put forward eligible schemes 
to draw down their indicated allocation. The indicative allocation for High Peak is 
£445,000. The Midlands Energy Hub has engaged with the LAEP to discuss how the 
scheme will operate and what support is required.  The initial timetable calls for 
Councils to confirm their interest in the scheme, to draw down initial administrative 
funding and then submit a full funding bid by May at the latest. The current 
completion date for measures in the new Green Homes Grant phase 2 is December 
2021.

It is apparent from discussions in the LAEP with the Midlands Energy Hub that there 
is widespread concern that the timetable for delivery is too short, that finding 
sufficient numbers of qualified contractors to do the work is a significant challenge 
and that councils themselves lack the capacity to plan and deliver the programme on 
the current timescale.
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The scheme's criteria is that improvements should be targeted on residents in fuel 
poverty who could benefit from energy efficiency measures in their properties – such 
as wall, loft and underfloor insulation, and solar panels. Properties should be 
currently rated E,F or G though a proportion could be rated D. The timescale for 
delivery is difficult, and contractor capacity is a challenge. However, it would be 
beneficial to draw down the full indicated funding allocation to improve the local 
housing stock. 

Council Officers are engaging with the Midlands Energy Hub and the LAEP and are 
actively considering the kind of programme that could be delivered with a view to 
preparing a scheme for submission.
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